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Charlie Dean, President of EDRC (middle) presented the Elkton Business Appreciation Award to Jim Barrett, owner of Virginia Installations, Inc. and Joe 
Barrett, who manages day to day operations for the company.

By Jeff Law
The Valley Trail

ELKTON - Charlie Dean, President of EDRC 
recently presented the Elkton Business Appreciation 
Award to Jim Barrett, owner of Virginia 
Installations, Inc. and Joe Barrett, who manages 
day to day operations for the company.

Jim moved his company to Elkton in 2002 and 
has made it an outstanding company for designing 
and installing interior home improvements. Jim and 
his family and employees will be moving to a new 
location in late 2022.

In 1994 Jim recognized that custom closets 
had become one of the most desired features 
home buyers were looking for when purchasing a 
home. He felt there was somehow an opportunity 
in the Shenandoah Valley to serve builders and 
homeowners in the design, supply and professional 
installation of custom closets. Jim reached out to 
the manufacturer Organized Living Corp., America’s 
leading brand for high-quality home storage and 
closet systems from fixed ventilated shelving to built-
in solutions. Organized Living responded by offering 
him a distributorship on all of its product lines! Initially 
operating out of the garage of his Weyers Cave 
home and on a shoestring budget he launched the 
closet company that would soon become Virginia 

Installations, Inc.
With the expansion into additional after-paint 

products such as vanity mirrors, shower enclosures, 
bath accessories and door hardware Jim soon 
outgrew his garage and had to find larger place. In 
2002 he purchased the Company’s current location 
located behind Elkton Brewing Co. in 2002.

The friendly town of Elkton turned out to be the 
perfect location for Virginia Installations! By then Jim’s 
Company was servicing the construction needs of 
Massanutten Resort which is only a short distance 
away. Elkton is also a central location not only to 
the Shenandoah Valley but also Charlottesville and 
Central Virginia.

Elkton is not only a perfect geographic location, 
but Jim also has personal ties to the town. “My mom 
was born here, my maternal grandparents grew up 
here, and my great-grandfather was an engineer on 
the Chesapeake and Western Railroad, starting his 
career with them in 1895. I sometimes think about 
him as the freight trains pass right by my shop.”

Over the years Jim has been blessed not only 
by having hard working and dedicated employees, 
but also by having been joined by several family 
members in the business. His son, Joe Barrett 
runs day to day operations while Jim’s daughter-
in-law Savannah helps with product installations 
and customer service. Son-in-law Ron Moore has 

taken on the installation of shower enclosures. Even 
Jim’s oldest granddaughter has gotten involved, 
eagerly learning the closet design software with the 
anticipation of one day being a closet designer!

Twenty years after purchasing its current location, 
Virginia Installations finds itself in a situation where it 
has once again outgrown it’s building! Jim sees this 
as an opportunity to take the growing business to 
the next level. He is purchasing the 18-acre, former 
Carter Lumber Company property located on Route 
340 just south of Elkton, just south of Rent Equip. 
“This property once refurbished, will allow us the 
opportunity to have a 3600 sq. ft. showroom and retail 
opportunities which we’ve never had before,” said 
Jim. “I expect that with these additions, along with 
higher visibility from the Route 340 road frontage we’ll 
see increased sales which will lead to additional local 
jobs.”

Virginia Installations, Inc. is always interested 
in interviewing highly motivated and conscientious 
applicants for professional installation of construction 
products. Successful applicants will need to be able 
to lift at least 75 lbs., have a good driving record 
along with their own transportation, be able to pass a 
drug test, and be absolutely trustworthy. Experience 
in construction is helpful but not necessary. If this 
describes you, please email your resume to info@
virginiainstallations.com.


